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SUB J : SPANISH SAHARA: REACTIONS TO REFERENDUM ANNOUNCEMENT 

1. IN WAKE OF KING'S SPEECH AND SPANISH REFERENDUM ACCOUNCE- 
MENT, MEDIA HAVE RENEWED VIGOROUS CAMPAIGN ON SAHARA. 
EMPHASIS HAS BEEN ON SPANISH WISH TO SET UP PUPPET STATE 

IN SAHARA AND ON MAURITANIA'S STATEMENT THAT IT WILL NEVER 
RELINQUISH ITS RIGHTS IN REGION. WITH RESPECT TO MAURITANIA, 
SEMI-OFFICIAL PRESS HAS IOINED ISTIQLAL IN QUESTIONING MAURI- 
TANIAN RIGHT TO EXIST. "WE ASK OURSELVES." SAID LE MATIN, 

"HOW (MAURITANIA) WHICH HAS NEVER EXISTED, CAN HARBOR PRE- 
TENSIONS (VIS A VIS SAHARA)." TONE OF SEMI-OFFICIAL PRESS HAS 
BEEN GENERALLY ANGRY BUT LE MATIN MAROC SOIR PUBLISHER 
MOULAY AHMED ALAOUI, IN LATEST OF SPATE OF SAHARA EDITORIALS, 
ATTEMPTE TO PUT BEST FACE POSSIBLE ON SITUATION BY ASSERTING 
THAT MOROCCO HAD FORCED SPAIN TO NEGOTIATE. 
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2. PRESS HAS ALSO CARRIED DECLARATIONS OF SUPPORT TO KING ON 
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SAHARA BY NATIONAL RESISTANTS COUNCIL AND BY MEMBERS OF 
ARMED FORCES STATIONED IN SOUTH. LATTER MESSAGE SIGNED BY 
KING'S SECURITY CHIEF, COLONEL DLIMI. WHO HAS ASSUMED COMMAND 
OF THIRD DIVISION, A UNIT WHICH HE REPORTEDLY VISITS EVERY TWO 
WEEKS OR SO. 

3. SPANISH EMBASSY OFFICER ARGUES THAT SITUATION IS NOW 
CLEARER, AND PROBABLY BETTER FROM SPAIN'S POINT OF VIEW, THAN 
BEFORE ACCOUNCEMENT. ALTHOUGH GOM AND GOS POSITIONS ARE 
AT PRESENT ' IRRECONCILABLE,' 1 HE BELIEVES THAT MEANINGFUL 
DIALOGUE HAS BEEN OPENED. AMONG FIRST ISSUES TO BE DISCUSSED, 

HE SAID, SHOULD BE QUESTION OF ELIGIBILITY TO VOTE OF SAHARAN 

REFUGEES LIVING IN MOROCCO. AT SAME TIME, OF COURSE, SPAIN 

WOULD BE EQUALLY WILLING TO DISCUSS PROBLEM WITH OTHER INTERESTED 

PARTIES. PRIMARY EFFECT OF MOROCCO'S CAMPAIGN HAD BEEN 

TO UNITE ELEMENTS OF SPANISH GOVERNMENT, WHICH FORMERLY 

HAD DIFFERED AS TO WHEN AND HOW TO LEAVE SAHARA, THAT IT WAS 

BEST TO GO QUICKLY AND TO TURN PROBLEM OVER TO UN. 

COON 
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